A Message from President Stephanie Carter
This is not goodbye; it is changing
course.
Two years ago as the pandemic came
upon us, so did I as your new President.
The uncertainty of things was frightening,
as was the best way to lead this group of
women I love so very much.
The helm was there with the Executive
Board in place.
As my appointed chairs came onboard I
felt confident the CVAP ship would sail
through whatever was sent our way.
The helm is the most important part of a
ship. This is how a person is able to steer
a boat along the water. And we did –
thanks to the hard working and
supportive women of CVAP, who are the
helm
.
In these two years we have successfully met all our goals. I want to thank the dedicated
Executive Board who have been by my side and pushed through some extremely tough
changes. So many ways we did things changed and so we adapted.
To the appointed chairs who said “yes” when I called and asked them to take on a
position, a most sincere thank you.

And to each and every member of CVAP, from the bottom of my heart, I say thank you
for staying the course and riding the waves of the 2020-2022 seasons. Together as
volunteers you have made me proud. YOU make CVAP the beautiful ship she is.
It has been an honor and my pleasure to have served as your President.
“May you have fair winds and following seas”

With gratitude,
Stephanie
Stephanie Carter

INTRODUCTION TO OUR BOARD SLATE FOR 2022-2023
The following are the officers who have been proposed to plan and carry out our events
for the 2022 – 2023 year. This Executive Board was selected by the Nominating
Committee in February 2022. The election will occur at our April 14 meeting.
Executive Board Nominees
President
Vice President, Programs
nd
2 Vice President – Membership
Recording Secretary
Corresponding Secretary
Treasurer
Assistant Treasurer
Benefit Treasurer
1st

Joyce Johnson, AΦ
Ann Dew, AΦ
Linda Simmons, ∆Γ
Giorgi Duvall, Κ∆
Ginger Whelan, Κ∆
Pamela Sinco, AΦ
Cheryl Johnsen, AΓ∆
Jane Auerswald, AΓ∆

The following are the committees for which our new President will be appointing
chairwomen. If you are interested in heading up any of the following responsibilities
or learning more about what the job would entail, please make your interests known
to our new President after the April elections.
Benefit Chairwoman
Collegiate Files and SCCAP Delegate
Communications – Telephone
Historian
Luncheon Arrangements
Luncheon Notices & Pink Cards
Luncheon Reservations
Hostesses
New Member Activity Event Chairwoman

Newsletter
Out & About Chairwoman
Publicity
Scholarship Chairwoman
Sorority Membership Award Chairwoman
Nominating Chairwoman
Books for Children (February)
Spring Farewell Party (April)
Summer Luncheons

Patron Program
BY JOAN TEGEN, Patron Chair

The Patron Fund was established to be the primary source of funding for the scholarships
which Coachella Valley Panhellenic supports. Through the generosity of its members,
friends and the participating sorority alumnae groups we have raised over $30,000 for the
year 2021-2022. All of the money donated will go directly to the women chosen and
therefore fully tax deductible. Donors will be recognized at our May luncheon when
scholarships are awarded.
Thank you all for your generosity and support of this worthy fund.

Books for Children
CVAP’s Book Collection for Loma Linda
Children’s Hospital (LLHC) Indio 2022
was a huge success!
Thank you to all members who contributed
the beautiful books for the Children's
hospital. We received over 200 books for
all different age levels and they are pretty
spectacular. I wanted to sit right down and
read them!
Thank you also to the members who contributed with checks. I was humbled that we
were able to collect $650.00 to add to our drive.
Stephanie and I delivered both the books and checks on Friday, March 4, to Josh Zahid
at LLCH. He was very excited to receive the books and special monetary treat!

Josh Zahid and Stephanie Carter
Josh Zahid and Laurie Anderson

Next year will be another two-year commitment for another good cause!
Thank you again to all!
Laurie Anderson
Book Chair 2022

OUR 2022 SCHOLARSHIP BENEFIT
On Saturday, March 19, our “Happy Days Reunion” was held
at Avondale Golf Club and has been followed by rave reviews;
“What a fun evening!” “That was a terrific dinner!” “The Party
Dolls took me back to my school days!” “Great fun attire!!”
Headed by Benefit Chairman, Lisa Corcoran, and her
committee, every detail was planned from the venue,
registration, entertainment, the menu, decorations, live and
silent auctions and valet service. Lisa’s committee consisted of
Benefit Treasurer & Registration – Jane Auerswald, Invitations
and Communications – Allyson Keller, Publicity – Martha
Blackburn, Live Auction – Debbie Cox, Silent Auction –
Karen Gonzales, Wine Pull – Ginger Whelan. Also Laurie Anderson, Stephanie Carter,
Sandy Dyer, Linda Simmons, Pamela Sinco, and Bryan Corcoran as Auctioneer.
Many of our members and guests came dressed in 50’s and 60’s attire … poodle skirts,
crinolines, saddle shoes, Pink Lady jackets, neck scarves, cat eye glasses, Gogo boots,
do rags, letter sweaters and tie dye. What a fun assortment of interpretations of the period
attire.

Pam Sinco

Bridgette Roman

Barbara Flanagan and Alan McQueen

Laurie Anderson, Karen Gonzales
Jane Auerswald

Margaret Kelso

Joyce and Bill Johnson

Chuck and Stephanie Carter

David Jung, Pam & Russ Sinco, Ann Dew

Susie Moore

Our entertainment for the evening was the LA PARTY DOLLS (Michelle, Rosanne and
Laura) who bring the great songs and retro culture of the 50’s and 60’s era to life. The

Dolls fabulous hair, sequined dresses and choreography is an impressive tribute to a
special time in pop culture where music and film icons became legends.

Decorations reminded us of soda fountain sundaes, 45 rpm records and the jitterbug.
Lisa Corcoran fulfilled her desire to bring us back to the 50’s and 60’s with the hot pink
and teal table decorations, balloons and many added special touches.

The WINE PULL included 108 bottles of donated wine, each with a value of $20 - $100.
For a payment $20 we could choose a cork from one of the giant martini glasses and be
given the corresponding numbered bottle of wine. What a great way to try new wines.
The WINE PULL was very capably managed by Ginger Whelan.

Ginger and Mike Whelan

The Live Auction was expertly conducted by Lisa Corcoran’s husband, Bryan. Offerings
included rounds of golf for four at Bighorn Golf Club, the BMW Performance Driving
Experience, a diamond tennis bracelet from El Paseo Jewelers and a six night stay in a
vacation home on Long Beach Peninsula, Washington, donated by Sandy Dyer. Bidding
was lively and produced a generous contribution to our scholarship fund.

The Silent Auction included nine rounds of golf at local country club courses, an
assortment of gift cards for restaurants and other vendors, two necklaces by Paula Stein,
CREATE, and a BMW Baby Racer, BMW Baby Bear, BMW remote control car and ball
cap. All items were bid on and brought another generous contribution to our scholarship
fund.

The menu was a throw-back to the 50’s and 60’s with appetizers such as deviled eggs,
stuffed potato skins, celery sticks with cheese and the cucumber bowl with shrimp. Main
course was a choice of chicken breast served over macaroni and cheese or braised short
ribs served over mashed potatoes. Again, more rave reviews!!

S

Stuffed Potato Skins

Braised Short Ribs

Deviled Eggs

The fun evening also provided time for enjoying our friends and sisters, new
acquaintances and old ones.

Alpha Gamma Deltas: From left: Barbara Mueller, Cheryl Johnsen, Beverly
McKeon, Peggy Buenzli, Judy Chamberlain (in yellow) and two guests.

Debbie Cox, Stephanie Carter, Liz Krauss (guest)

Cindy Pierce (guest), Margaret Kelso
(smoking?)

MJ Cutshall, Liz Krauss (guests), Debbie Cox,
Karen Gonzales, Susan Murphy, Gayle Scanlon (guest)

Karen Speros (in gold) and George
Turner with two new acquaintances

Margaret Kelso and Jane Auerswald
manning the registration table

And last but not least … Our Benefit Chairman, Lisa Corcoran and her husband, Bryan,
our auctioneer extraordinaire, posed with the LA PARTY DOLLS. Lisa, wearing a high
school prom dress and Bryan in a formal tuxedo, were celebrating their 39th wedding
anniversary. Happy Anniversary, Lisa and Bryan!!

Great job, Lisa. It was a terrific party!! And most importantly, our scholarship fund was
well rewarded.

Keep reading … our new members are next
V

MEET OUR NEW CVAP MEMBERS
Barbara Ball
Alpha Delta Pi
Ohio University

I was born and raised in Ohio in a rural
area. Our home was about 12 miles from
Dayton and about 60 miles from Cincinnati
and Columbus. My major in college was
business and so I took typing,
congressional shorthand and the usual
business classes. I graduated and
became a secretary and later on an
executive assistant.
I married and had three beautiful little girls, two of whom live within five miles of me here
in the desert. I have three grandchildren who all live in Orange County. One of my
granddaughters was an Alpha Delta Pi at Sonoma State University in northern California.
After college my husband was transferred to New York City. We moved to Darien,
Connecticut, and after two years he was relocated to California. He worked for Hang Ten
Sportswear.
I am retired now and living in Sun City off Washington in Palm Desert. Looking forward
to meeting all of you.

Sandra Borden
Kappa Delta
University of Texas – El Paso
I grew up in Rancho Palos Verdes, California and
attended the University of Texas at El Paso where I
pledged Kappa Delta. I graduated in 1975 with a
bachelor’s degree in Education.
Although my degree is in education, I worked for
Rockwell International in El Segundo, California, as a
mass properties engineer. This is where I met my
husband.
We have three sons, two of whom are married.
I became a full-time mom after my second child. We have no grandchildren.

My husband is a golfer so we have been coming to the desert for many years to
vacation. Upon his retirement we decided to move here full-time. We love it here.

Sandy Kachlein Delta Gamma
University of Washington
I am a Delta Gamma class of 1957 from the University
of Washington, located in Seattle. I lived originally in
Redmond and moved to Queen Anne Hill in grade
school at the death of my father and I attended Coe
Grade School. We moved to Mercer Island during my
freshman year in high school where I attended and
graduated from Bellevue High School class of 1953.
I was a General Studies Major at the “U” writing my
thesis on Early Childhood development and continuing
to maintain a connection with that department to this
day.
I was a Rally Girl, Social Chairman at the DG house, Totem Club and Vice President
of the Senior Class. I taught nursery school for one year after graduation and then
accompanied my husband to Army Officers Training School at Fort Benjamin Harrison
in Indiana. From there we moved to Fort Totten located in Bayside, Long Island, New
York for two years. I worked at the Marine Division of the Sperry Gyroscope Company
located at Roosevelt Field, Long Island, where I had a top secret classification
coordiating reports regarding various equipment on the nuclear submarines. I reported
directly to Admiral Raborn’s right-hand man, Lt Commander Sullivan, and was privy to
many top secret launchings.
Returning to Seattle, I was invited to be a board member on the Seattle Day Nursery,
joined the Junior League where I served on the board as Placement Chairman for two
years and served on the nominations and admissions committees. I was involved with
the founding of Bellevue Town Hall, a speakers forum held in Bellevue and sponsored
by our Episcopal Church, St. Thomas Medina. I was founder of the Genevieve Henry
Orthopedic Guild which is still together, and coordinated guilds from our waiting list. I
founded the Dial-a-Care program at Group Health Hospital in Seattle which has been
adopted by the hospitals city-wide.
I was married to Don P. Davis, Jr. for 30 years. We have three children; our daughter
has three boys and lives in Australia; our son lives in Hawaii and commutes to his
business in Seattle; our other son lives in La Quinta. Our son who lives in Hawaii has
one daughter and they lost their only son two years ago while spear fishing. Our son
in La Quinta lost his wife this past December; he has two children and one stepson.

I have been married to George F. Kachlein, III, for 34 years. We lived in Ellensburg,
Washington where I was involved with the founding of the John Clymer Museum, a
famous local artist. I have two stepchildren living, one in Bend, Oregon and one in
Seattle; together they have five children and 11 grandchildren.
We are snowbirds coming to the desert for six months each year. We reside in Bellevue
and Whidbey Island during the summer.

Vashti (“Nikey”) Key
Delta Delta Delta
University of Oregon
My home town was Los Angeles but I have moved many times and graduated from
Punahou High School in Honolulu and from the business school at the University of
Oregon.
I married my first husband while in college and had my first son shortly after graduating.
I had a second son two and half years and a couple of moves later so I never had a
career. I have been very lucky to have a great family, and now have four grandchildren
and five great grandchildren.
I was divorced and married Gene Key who had a daughter and a son. I am very close
to them. His daughter, Robin, has two children and two grandchildren giving us six
grandchildren.
Gene and I lived in Bellevue, WA, then moved to Kirkland, WA, where we still have a
home. Gene and I purchased our first condo at The Lakes Country Club in 1983. We
both loved to travel and enjoyed seven trips on Semester at Sea, a floating university,
and also People to People Tennis and various other cruises.
Although Gene has passed away, I enjoy any and all craft arts. I have given up tennis
and pickle ball but I enjoy walking and an occasional hike with my family.

NANCY RINGMAN
Delta Gamma
UC Irvine
A true California native, I grew up in the
Crescenta-Canada Valley of Los Angeles
County, graduating from the University of
California, Irvine (UCI) where I was a charter
member of the new Delta Gamma Chapter in the
fall of 1973. It was a different experience as
rush, formal pledging and initiation were led not
by our older sisters in our chapter but by DG
sisters from UCLA, USC and Long Beach State.
Luckily we had strong support from local
alumnae who showed us the way and we were
able to found a strong, viable chapter which I am
proud to say is close to celebrating its 50th year.
I served as Chapter president, and then as an alum as the Pledge Advisor on the
alumnae advisory board, as president of the House Corporation and the Columnae
Advisor to the UCI DG Chapter. I love the ocean and have lived in Orange County, CA
since 1973. I met my husband on a boat at Catalina Island (“The Island of Romance”
from the song), and we spent many wonderful years in, around and on the ocean. I am
currently living in both Orange County and Rancho Mirage while I navigate and figure
out my new life after my husband’s passing; a brand new start with new experiences.
Thank you to all for welcoming me so warmly.

Shelley Whitaker
Alpha Delta Pi
Oregon State University
I was born and raised through the 8th
grade in Portand, Oregon. Then my
family moved to the country on the
Willamette River and I attended and
graduated from Canby Union High
School.
I attended Oregon State University where
I majored in Elementary Education and
pledged Alpha Delta Pi.
I never became a teacher. Instead, got married, had children and stayed home with
them. Once they were grown, I had several different jobs including Escrow Manager
for Centex Homes, and Executive Assistant to an Associate VP for University of
Oregon.

I married my second husband, Dennis Whitaker, on July 17, 2008. I have two children:
Scott (46) and Jill (43). I have three grandchildren, Trevin (23) from Scott, and
Annabella (13) and Grayson (10) from Jill. Dennis has three grandchildren (triplets)
from his only child (Chase). Triplets are 17 (Drew, Cole, and Kennedy).
Dennis and I moved to Sun City Palm Desert in July 2020 after visiting our brother and
sister-in-law here and falling in love with the area and lifestyle. I am no longer working
but enjoying retirement.

Additional new members include:
Killian Chatterton, Delta Gamma
Southern Methodist University
Ann Cooper, Delta Gamma
UC Santa Barbara
Claire Price, Alpha Chi Omega
Cal State University Chico
Pamela Ruehrdanz, Delta Gamma
University of Southern California

CVAP MONTHLY LUNCHEONS
In case you missed one of our
Thursday Luncheon Meetings,
here is what you missed:
October 14
CVAP's first meeting of the new season was held at Desert Willow Golf Resort. Our
guest speaker was Ellen Goodman the Director of the Palm Springs Unified School
District. She shared how they managed their scholarship program as well as
introducing us to the California Colleges Blue and Gold scholarship program for
students with limited incomes and the PSUSD mentoring program. She was very well
received.

November 11
Our second meeting was held at Smoke Tree Ranch in Palm Springs. This luncheon was
for our new members who joined in 2019, 2020 and 2021, giving them an opportunity to
become acquainted with our membership and for us to get to know them. There were 16
new members and three potential new members at the luncheon. The three potential
new members have now joined our ranks.

December 9
Our Christmas celebration was held at La Quinta Country Club. Grayse on El Paseo
provided models for showing us their beautiful clothes.

DON’T MISS OUR

BLOOMIN’SPRING PARTY
For CVAP Members, Spouses and Significant Others
Sunday, April 10th at 4:00 pm

Libations by the Lake
Appetizers and BBQ pulled pork
NO COST.
Hosted by Judy Sanders
at her home in Palmilla
50250 Via Puente, La Quinta.
RSVP to Stephanie Carter by April 8th.
sccarter@hotmail.com or call (714) 345-9951

A big “Thank You” to Judy Sanders for hosting this
party. We hope to see all of you there!

ALSO COMING UP …
Thursday, April 14 will be our next monthly meeting. It will be held at Toscana Country
Club.
Saturday, May 7 will be our Scholarship Luncheon at Ironwood Country Club. You will
not want to miss this opportunity to meet our scholarship recipients.
Mark your calendars now. And be on the lookout for your announcements from
cvap.communications@gmail.com.

SORORITY MEMBERSHIP AWARD
Two of our 2021 scholarship recipients, Lane Theel from Palm Desert High School, and
Karaina Perkins, from Shadow Hills High School, have pledged NPC sororities during the
past year.
Lane Theel has pledged Delta Gamma at the University of California Santa
Barbara. Karaina has pledged Kappa Delta at Cal Poly Pomona. These young women
will be receiving their Sorority Membership Award this summer.

Karaina Perkins - Κ∆

Lane Theel - ∆Γ

.

Are you on Facebook?
Visit our page to view upcoming event information and view fun photos of past events. Our
Facebook page is maintained by Ramona Frost Ruiz, AΓ∆; contact her if you have postings to
share. Click on the blue "f" icon below to go directly to our page.
We also have a website you can visit for more information.

https://www.cvap4scholars.org
To access previous newsletters, go to:

https://www.cvap4scholars.org/newsletters

